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Rise of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 


Series Bible 
by ANDY SuRIANO & ANT WARD 


This new version of TMNT shows the brothers untested, untrained and stunned to discover a 
mystic world they never knew existed beneath their two-toed feet! As if being a teenager 
wasn’t hard enough... 


WHY WE RISE... 
We are a comedy-forward, action packed adventure show that brings new flavor to an 
established franchise. TMNT is versatile, and has the freedom to move between all genres: 
comedy, action, adventure, science fiction, mystery, fantasy, etc. Wherever the Turtles venture, 
our stories are anchored in CHARACTER-DRIVEN COMEDY. 


As the brothers work on mastering their ninja skills, they will also discover MYSTIC NINJA 
POWERS and learn to channel NEW, FANTASTIC ABILITIES. Their adventures will take them 
through an exciting, modern day New York, and a wondrous HIDDEN CITY far below the streets 
of New York. They will encounter absurd NEW MUTANTS, battle BIZARRE CREATURES, and 
always make time for a slice of their favorite pizza. 


Overall, this series has a brighter look and lighter tone than previous incarnations. Our show is 
mostly 11-minute adventures with a handful of 22-minute stories along the way. The 11-minute 
tales are self-contained, standalone stories with small Easter eggs hinting at a larger plot. The 
22-minute episodes are the framework for a larger, serialized arc. 


WHAT SETS US APART... 
MYSTIC POWERS define this version of TMNT. These powers include superhero-like abilities 
rooted in ancient mysticism, reality bending illusions, and windows into the hidden realms and 
beyond. Only a special few ENLIGHTENED INDIVIDUALS possess the knowledge and skills 
necessary to WIELD MYSTIC POWER. All abilities are contained, and have limitations that vary 
between characters. Each power is character-driven and plays into the strengths and 
weaknesses of those who use it. 


Beings, ancient relics and ordinary artifacts can all be imbued with power. The TMNT are 
repeatedly thunderstruck when they encounter this new, veiled reality because they don’t fully 
understand it. Our first season sees the Turtles discover NEW WEAPONS and unlock mystic 
POWER UPS. At first, the Turtles believe it’s their weapons that hold power, but over time they 
discover it’s themselves who possess a hereditary MYSTIC SPARK allowing the Turtles to 
channel their inherent power through weapons and various items. 
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WHO DEFINES OUR WORLD... 
OLD MUTANTS. Yokai... Dokkaebi... Jinn... Aos Si... Every culture in the world has a name for 
these strange creatures. They are in fact, the original mutants and their descendants, with 
some families dating back thousands of years. The Turtles commonly refer these original 
mutants as YOKAI. 


While old mutants (Yokai), primarily live underground in the Hidden City, a sanctuary to their 
kind, some have also scattered topside into New York, and blend into the world around them 
by hiding in plain sight. For example, a Candy Jewelry Store is actually a front for a Mystic 
Mutant Antiquities Dealer, only accessible to those who know the password. 


NEW MUTANTS are the strange, often ridiculous result of OOZE combining two or more organic 
lifeforms. Both of which must have simultaneous contact with ooze to trigger the 
transformation. Most mutants are sentient, but mutations can have very unpredictable results. 


The secret used to create 00ze, an alchemy once thought long forgotten, has been rediscovered 
by BARON DRAXUM. 


This intersection of traditional mutation and mystic mutants is new to the TMNT franchise, 
which exposes our characters to a greater, shared universe. 


WHERE WE PLAV... 


NEW YORK CITY 

A modern, bustling and vibrant NEW YORK CITY; a global icon with its own secrets, mysteries 
and dangers. We highlight the city’s modernization, and how historic NYC coexists with today’s 
contemporary architecture. EACH BOROUGH IS DISTINCT from the next and plays host to 
unique characters. For example, a yokai who manipulates light lives in Brooklyn, but a 
luchador/polar bear mutant hails from The Bronx. For the best pizza, check out Astoria, Queens. 
And of course, the TMNT still live in a tricked-out LAIR nested within New York’s sewer system. 


THE LAIR 

Within the NETWORK OF SEWERS beneath New York City is the TURTLE LAIR. It’s both an 
awesome, fun play space, but their sleeping quarters are a cramped cavern where these 
teenage siblings live on top of each other. The Lair’s central chamber is an abandoned, vertical 
tunnel with smaller tunnels and chambers that splinter off, stretching in all directions. Mobile, 
jerry-rigged gangways on adjustable pulleys connect everything. 


Some of these offshoots include: DONATELLO’S super-duper high tech WORKSHOP, a tranquil 
training DOJO, a KITCHEN outfitted with some of the most advanced equipment in the entire 
Lair, Splinter’s TV room, and of course, a mammoth video game ARCADE. 
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The brothers’ most impressive installation, perched high above the central chamber, is a 
modular, immense, DEATH-DEFYING SKATEPARK. Far below, on the base level of the central 
chamber, the Turtles have their own BEDROOMS that recess into the walls. All bedrooms have 
direct access to a small COMMON ROOM rife with personal affects and empty pizza boxes. 
Splinter may not even know that this small common room exists. 


THE HIDDEN CITY 

Deep beneath the bustle of NYC rests a secret HIDDEN CITY, a place full of wonders and 
mystery. The architecture and locations within the Hidden City are direct reflections of NYC’s 
“melting pot” culture. Although sunlight does not reach the Hidden City, it is RADIANTLY LIT by 
giant, intriguing crystals that spill shafts of dazzling light. PHOSPHORESCENT FUNGI cling to 
tunnels and pathways enhancing the city’s enchanted glow. 


The exact ORIGINS of THE HIDDEN CITY are UNKNOWN. Some say the city is as old as time itself, 
the birthplace of life on the planet, possibly even a gateway to distant dimensions. It is a 
magnet for strange creatures, mutants and mystics. 


Sown throughout NYC are SECRET PORTALS that lead to the HIDDEN CITY, but with the right 
mystic key, artifact or phrase, doorways open to this strange and fantastical place. Much of the 
Hidden City’s culture spills upward into NYC, where weird characters lead double lives amongst 
oblivious humans. 


TOOLS OF THE TRADE... 


THE TURTLE TANK is the flagship vehicle of the TMNT but it was once the original movie vehicle 
from the film series, JUPITER JIM (their favorite). After a massive technical overhaul and 
upgrade by Donatello, the Turtle Tank looks just like its name suggests — heavily equipped with 
firepower and modifications that allow it to roam over, under or through any terrain. Its 
windows are outfitted with the same tech as Donnie’s goggles, so when toggled, they display a 
“mystic AR” and passengers can see all the enchantment hidden in plain sight. 


SHELL HOGS are individual motorcycles that are housed within the Turtle Tank. When the 
Turtles need to split up, the motorcycles can disengage from the Turtle Tank chassis. 
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TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA BROTHERS... 
BROTHERHOOD, and the inherent good, bad and silly associated with it, is at the heart of every 
story we tell. The TMNT will get to enjoy being TEENAGERS. They’re younger, a little more naive 
and way more rambunctious. None are in a hurry to grow up because there’s too much fun to 
be had. So, while the Turtles’ ninja skills are solid, they still have MUCH TO LEARN. And, their 
discovery of the mystic arts adds a few chapters to the Turtles’ lesson plan. 


Each Turtle is a DIFFERENT SPECIES, giving them unique characteristics, talents and flaws. 
Something the brothers share is their fan boy obsession with classic martial arts movies starring 
their favorite action hero, LOU JITSU. Even Master Splinter, their ECCENTRIC GUARDIAN, 
appreciates Lou Jitsu flicks. The brothers look up to Master Splinter with endearment. 
Collectively, they embody a MODERN, MIXED FAMILY dynamic. 


RAPHAEL: Swoopin’ like a Boss! 
Species: Snapping Turtle 

Age: 15 

Weapon: Twin Tonfa 


Raphael is the ENTHUSIASTIC, sometimes overly so, LEADER of the TMNT. He voluntarily 
accepts the role of FAMILY PROTECTOR due to his sheer size and being oldest, rather than any 
identifiable leadership prowess. Leading the TMNT does not come easily to Raph. He loves 
fooling around with his brothers, even in the middle of a mission, and it can take a few minutes 
for Raph to realize that he’s supposed to be the one coming up with a plan. By then, simply 
getting his adolescent brothers to listen to him can sometimes be a tougher challenge than 
singlehandedly battling a legion of evil mutants. 


Raphael wants to be a stronger warrior and is a firm believer that practice makes perfect. While 
Raph will become adept in the mystic arts, he prefers the CLOSE QUARTERS COMBAT that his 
scale and strength complement. His tactical strategy begins and ends with: trust your gut, use 
your fists. This HEADSTRONG OVERCONFIDENCE can lead the team into tricky situations. 


Raph is close with Donatello, both sharing a DISTRUST for the MYSTIC ARTS. The other reason 
Raphael gravitates to Donatello is his love for all the crazy machines Donnie comes up with — 
Raph gets to drive the TURTLE TANK! 


Michelangelo is Raph’s favorite sparring partner because Mikey’s speed and size are the 
perfect, if not sometimes frustrating, challenge to Raph’s sledgehammer-fists and fierce 
TONFAS. 


Leo is closest to Raph in age so their relationship carries a slight underpinning of a rivalry, but 
it’s a healthy, brotherly competition such as both constantly trying to one-up the other on the 
basketball court. 
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LEONARDO: I’m workin’ on it! 
Species: Red-Eared Slider 
Age: 14 

Weapon: Odachi 


Leonardo is the COOLEST of the Turtles and he knows it, with the wink of an eye and a sly grin. 
Blend Han Solo’s SKILLS, Star Lord’s STYLE and Peter Venkman’s IRREVERENT CHARM, and you 
get Leo. He’s got a REBEL HEART and isn’t afraid to break the rules when he thinks he’s right. 
Leo can quickly size up any situation and uses his SHARP INTELLECT and QUICK WIT to find the 
next golden opportunity or grand adventure, or shortcut. 


Leo loves to show off his EXCEPTIONAL FIGHTING SKILLS with the ddachi, his oversized 5-foot 
samurai sword. It may be impractical, but he looks cool as hell with it slung over his shoulder. If 
Leo gets his pre-battle pose just right, he could intimidate the enemy into turning tail and avoid 
the fight altogether — double win! A good bluff often saves Leo’s shell because he is the most 
limited of all the brother when it comes to mystic talent, frustrating him to no end. 


Leonardo doesn’t always agree with Raphael’s leadership choices, but Leo has no desire to step 
into the role. He’s just along for the ride and mines as much excitement out of every situation 
that he can. 


Michelangelo loves Leo’s dry sense of humor and bottomless well of one-liners. Leo leans into 
Mikey’s amusement and naiveté, and ropes Mikey into many of his harebrained schemes and 
pranks. 


Leo has a huge comic book collection and shares a passion for science fiction with Donatello. 
The two often binge on late night move marathons of the classics. 


Master Splinter sees potential in Leonardo, due to his many natural talents, but doesn’t push 
Leo to be anything other than who he is. 


DONATELLO: I’Il map the decision tree. 
Species: Softshell Turtle 

Age: 14 

Weapon: Tech-Bo and Battle Shells 


Donatello is a savant ENGINEER, full of DRY WIT. Donnie is very proud of his intellect, the 
byproduct of which is a gentle, albeit UNINTENTIONAL, SUPERIORITY COMPLEX. A frequent 
point of contention between Donnie and his brothers is Donnie’s VIGOROUS SKEPTICISM of the 
MYSTIC ARTS. He’s as capable as his brothers at tapping into their mystic abilities, but Donnie 
prefers to lean on good ol’ fashion science and ingenuity because in his mind there’s a rational, 
scientific explanation behind everything in the known universe, including the Hidden City. 
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Being soft-shelled never holds Donnie back. Using his genius, Donnie constructs a series of 
wearable BATTLE SHELLS, transforming his most vulnerable point into his strongest asset. Each 
shell has unique properties: a SPY DRONE, multiple telescoping ROBOT ARMS, underwater 
DIVING AIDE, etc. Donnie is more interested in working out troublesome engineering and 
coding issues than he is in fighting. However, when the need to fight does arise, Donnie uses his 
custom built HIGH-TECH BO STAFF, the TECH-BO. It has more uses than a Swiss Army knife®. 
Linking all his creations is Donnie’s wholly original A.1. companion, S.H.E.L.L.D.O.N., that can 
port between Battle Shells and other various inventions. 


Raphael and Donnie share a special bond and complement each other’s strengths and faults. 
Before Donnie created Battle Shells, Raph was always there to look out for his softshell brother. 
Leonardo is the only brother brave enough to take on Donnie in a trivia match. A shared 
affection for SCIENCE FICTION brings them together and their Jack Kirby-esque comics inspire 
all of Donnie’s tech. 


Michelangelo and Donnie bond through MUSIC, and their PIRATE RADIO STATION. They may 
not love all the same genres, but share their favorite tracks over bootleg airwaves. 


Master Splinter respects Donnie’s technical acumen, but thinks he has too many gizmos and 
doohickeys that make no sense. Donnie is constantly trying to improve Splinter’s life with his 
tech, but Splinter is set in his ways and skeptical after a few “explosive” instances. 


MICHELANGELO: Omigosh! 
Species: Box Turtle 

Age: 13 

Weapon: Kusari-fundo 


The YOUNGEST of his brothers, Mikey has a wild, colorful and imaginative personality. He is the 
ETERNAL OPTIMIST and finds comedy in any situation, LIVING TO ENJOY LIFE. Mikey likes 
practicing his ninja skills as much as he loves fooling around. GIFTED with innate PHYSICAL 
PROWESS, the art of ninjutsu comes naturally to Mikey, and he is surgical with the kusari-fundo. 
Sometimes, Mikey’s inherent talents can run amuck, which leads to spectacular wipeouts. 


Mikey is an ARTIST, incredible BREAKDANCER and enthusiast of B-Boy culture. If he’s not 
cutting loose then Mikey is probably tagging the Lair. He delights in color so much that he TAGS 
HIS OWN SHELL and covers it with a rotation of expressive stickers. Mikey’s love of art and 
motion combines with his freakish athleticism making him a FORMIDABLE SKATEBOARDER. 
With the help of his brothers, Mikey turns the Lair into an insane skatepark. Even with all this 
cool stuff at home, there’s no place Mikey would rather be than in the Hidden City. He can’t get 
enough of the Hidden City’s endless wonders and upside-down logic. Mikey is the first of his 
brothers to tap into the MYSTIC ARTS and will become a VIRTUOSO. 
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Raphael and Mikey always spar in the dojo together. Raph is sometimes so frustrated by 
Mikey’s elusiveness that he doesn’t even realize Mikey isn’t fighting back, because he’s dancing. 


Leo and Mikey share a special bond because Leo lets Mikey be himself and doesn’t pass 
judgment. Mikey has a gentle, but MISCHIEVOUS NATURE so Leo often encourages Mikey to 
play PRACTICAL JOKES on their brothers, and even Master Splinter. 


Donatello’s secret love is good food, which falls perfectly in line with Mikey’s true passion; 
cooking. Donnie pimps out the Lair’s kitchen with his tech to provide Mikey an amazing cooking 
space. With Donnie’s help, Mikey pushes his own culinary skills to the limits, but if they fail then 
they can always get a pie from their favorite spot, Hoang’s Mystic Pizza. 


Master Splinter senses Mikey’s knack for the mystic arts, but doesn’t call attention to it. It’s 
their little secret! Splinter wants Mikey to enjoy being a teen, and Mikey doesn’t need any 
encouragement to enjoy himself—the ideal scenario for laidback Splinter. 


MASTER SPLINTER: Hot Soup!!! 

Species: Rat 

Age: 65 

Weapon: TV Remote, and tail for operating the remote 


Before his mutation, HAMATO YOSHI was a young, handsome human who came from a long 
line of MARTIAL ARTS experts. One day he was CAPTURED by MYSTERIOUS FIGURES from the 
Hidden City - when he escaped a mysterious OOZE tainted Yoshi and some captive turtles. With 
tremendous heroism, Yoshi RESCUED the tainted TURTLES and fled to the sewers of New York 
City. Now a mutant rat, Splinter is both FATHER FIGURE and SENSEI to the TMNT. Because of his 
traumatic experience in the Hidden City, Splinter insulates his sons from knowledge of anything 
associated with the mystic arts. 


Splinter hasn’t been “topside” in NYC since the 80’s, so our modern world is an enigma to him. 
He’s full of unbelievable stories from his past, but how much of it is real? The Turtles’ 
ECCENTRIC MENTOR seems ABSENT MINDED, more interested in egg rolls and TV shows than 
bestowing them with wisdom and training, but is this an act? Splinter eventually introduces his 
growing sons to the martial arts, as a means of keeping them busy, but when he eventually 
discovers a looming threat to be legitimate, Splinter kicks training into high gear and helps the 
Turtles “cram for the big test.” Despite coming off as a little forgetful, Splinter is a formidable 
warrior and deeply loving father. 


APRIL O’NEIL: Game on! 
Species: Human 
Age: 16 


April is born and raised in QUEENS, NYC, and never tires of the city’s boundless possibilities. 
Now that she’s 16, April is eager to experience life and takes on a series of PART-TIME JOBS to 
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fund her INDEPENDENCE. Balancing school, work and adventures is very stressful. Don’t cross 
April if she’s having a bad day — she’s 4". generation New Yorker and has the firecracker 
perspective to match. 


At age 11, April caught the TMNT sneaking around her apartment building’s rooftop basketball 
court and they became instant friends. April is the only HUMAN ALLY of the Turtles and loves 
them like brothers. Likewise, the Turtles love April as their sister. 


Raphael makes her feel loved and safe, Leonardo makes her laugh, Michelangelo makes her 
smile, Donatello makes her feel cool with all the sweet tech he provides and Splinter makes her 
feel like real young adults. 


MAYHEM 


Species: Unknown 
Age: Unknown 


MAYHEM is a mystic DOG-LIKE MUTANT from the Hidden City with the ability to TELEPORT. 
<POOF!> April takes a liking to this funky stray and cares for Mayhem like a pet. He quickly 
becomes an ally to the Turtles and April. 
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MYSTICS, MUTANTS & MADMEN... 


BARON DRAXUM is the self-proclaimed PROTECTOR of mutant-kind, and CHIEF ALCHEMIST of 
the Hidden City. Part Dr. Moreau, part General Zod, Baron Draxum sacrifices his honor for the 
sake of his mad experiments. He believes in an age-old PROPHECY that tells of a great evil 
destined to destroy his beloved Hidden City, and bring old mutants to EXTINCTION. Baron 
Draxum believes humankind to be the evil foretold in the prophecy. So, in secret, he seeks to 
turn all of Humanity into MUTANTS and restore mutant-kind to their “rightful” place on the 
surface. To do this, Baron Draxum alchemically creates OOZE. 


THE FOOT CLAN are a fanatical cadre of ninjas. There are LIEUTENANTS, BRUTES and ORIGAMI 
NINJA. Initiates receive the mark of the “Flaming Foot” and are instilled with MYSTIC POWER: 
teleportation through Mystic Gateways and the ability to create, and control Origami Ninja. 


MEAT SWEATS is an incredibly strong, and equally hungry, PIG/CELEBRITY CHEF MUTANT, who 
wields a menacing meat tenderizer hammer. His right arm is amorphous, with vampire-like 
TENDRILS that latch onto fellow mutants and ABSORB their POWER. This leaves his victims 
drained for a period while Meat Sweats uses their abilities for his own means. He’s power- 
hungry, and collects abilities in his endless hunt for the ultimate power up, and/or perfect meal. 


WARREN STONE is a former NEWS ANCHOR/EARTHWORM MUTANT with a tiny body and giant 
ego, who believes himself to be the TMNT’s greatest foe... a conviction that couldn’t be further 
from the truth. In fact, the Turtles never seem to even remember this pesky mutant. The only 
things bigger than Warren’s bravado are his Conan O’Brien-style hair, lapels and impressive set 
of pearly whites. 


THE MASCOTS are a gang of humans who wear grubby WALK-AROUND CHARACTER costumes 
on the streets of NYC. When they’re not intimidating tourists to pay for photos in Times Square, 
they engage in PETTY CRIMES around town. 


ALBEARTO is a sentient, ITALIAN CHEF, ANIMATRONIC BEAR, and leader of his eponymous 
pizzeria’s Animatronic Fun Time Band. His bandmates include the Uncle Sam-esque PRESIDENT 
PEPPERONI and anthropomorphized lady-tomato named CHEERY TOMATO. Albearto’s drive is 
simple, he demands to be celebrated with the same enthusiasm that he has shown so many 
others on their birthdays and special occasions. 


MAMA is a towering 8-foot JOROGUMO, the ruthless “QUEENPIN” of the Hidden City’s criminal 
underworld. She runs the Battle Nexus, is never one to cross and always remembers those who 
are in her debt. 


HYPNO-POTAMUS is a tuxedo-clad, New Zealand-born MAGICIAN/HIPPOPOTAMUS MUTANT — 
formerly known as Mezmer-Ron. Hypno-Potamus’ raucous roar and terrifying, open jaws 
command the attention of his victims. With targets frozen in fear, Hypno-Potamus’ SPIRALING 
TONSILS project HYPNOTIC RAYS and place victims under his influence. He also weaponizes 
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traditional magician accoutrements, like RAZOR RINGS. He is determined to give the world the 
most amazing magic trick ever and will stop at nothing to achieve this. 


